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ANNOUNCEMENT. 
.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  section  2,  of  an  Act 
of  Congress  (Public  No.  40,  65th  Congress),  approved  August  10,  1917, 
tl"»  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  MwV^ts  of  the  United  States  Dep?.rtment  "f 
Agriculture,  has  been  authorized  and  instructed  as  an  agent  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to 
obtain  authoritative  information  regarding  the  matters  authorized  to  be 
investigated  under  that   section. 

The  Seed  Reporting  Service  has  been  established  pursuant  to  sections 
2  and  8,  of  the  Act,  to  obtain  such  information  concerning  seeds,  as 
may   seem   necessary   or   desirable. 

The  Seed  Reporter  is  printed  at,  and  mailed  from,  Chicago.  The  regu- 
lar monthly  issue  is  mailed  usually  on  the  first  Saturday  after  the  fourth 
of  the  month.  Persons  or  concerns  wishing  to  receive  it  regularly  as 
issued  should  send  name  and  address  to  the  Seed  Reporting  Service, 
Bureau  of  Markets,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
A  copy  of  the  current  issue  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  field 
office  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  59  Board  of  Trade  Building,  Chi- 
cago, III.,  to  anyone  after,  but  not  before,  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning 
of  the  first  business  day  following  date  of  mailing. 

CHARLES  J.  BRAND,  Chief,  Bureau  of  Markets. 

W.  A.  WHEELER,  in  Charge,  Seed  Reporting  Service. 


REPORT  OF  CONFERENCE  RELATIVE  TO 
EXPORTS  OF  VEGETABLE  SEEDS. 

A  conference  of  Government  officials'  and  seedsmen  was 
held  in  the  office  of  the  Seed  Reporting  Service,  October 
11,  1918,  following  the  receipt  by  the  Seed  Reporting  Service 
of  the  data  requested  in  the  vegetable  seed  export  inquiry 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  issue  of  the  Seed  Re- 
porter for  October  5.  There  were  present  at  this  confer- 
ence representatives  of  the  Shipping  Board,  War  Trade 
Board,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Canadian  Seed 
Commissioner,  and  the  War  Service  Committee  of  the 
American  Seed  Trade  Association. 

The  data  presented  by  the  Seed  Reporting  Service  giving 
for  the  different  kinds  of  vegetable  seeds  the  carry-over  on 
July  1,  the  imports  and  exports  for  several  years,  the  pro- 
duction for  1916  and  1917  and  estimated  production  for 
1918,  considered  in  connection  with  figures  giving  total 
quantities  for  which  export  applications  had  been  or  prob- 
ably would  be  made  for  1918,  showed  that  with  most  items 
there  would  be  an  ample  supply  to  provide  for  domestic 
requirements  and  for  all  of  the  applications  for  export  to 
Canada  and  to  Allied  countries  overseas.  These  data  were 
considered  in  .connection  with  other  factors  which  enter 
into  obtaining  or  granting  export  licenses  for  seeds  and 
difficulties  attendant  thereto,  in  order  that  the  situation 
might  be  clarified  and  the  granting  of  licenses  and  the 
making  of  shipments  expedited  as  much  as  possible. 

The  import  requirements  of  vegetable  seeds  of  some  of 
the  Allied  countries  are  not  fully  known,  but  in  the  absence 
of  accurate  information  relative  to  such  requirements,  per- 
mission to  export  all  those  kinds  of  vegetable  seeds  of 
which  there  is  an  ample  supply  both  for  this  country  and 
for  the  orders  already  placed  for  our  Allies,  probably  will 
be  granted  up  to  the  total  amounts  indicated  by  the  export 
inquiry  unless  withheld  at  the  request  of  representatives 
of  the  countries  to  which  shipments  are  to  be  made.  No 
export  licenses  are  granted  until  the  approval  of  such  rep- 
resentatives is  obtained  indicating  that  shipping  space  can 
be  spared  for  this  purpose. 

Permission  to  export  overseas  the  seeds  of  mangel  beet, 
sugar  beet,  cabbage,  cauliflower  and  turnip  probably  will 
not  be  granted  except  in  special  cases. 


SEEDS  PLACED  IN  CLASS  1. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  statement  in  the  issue  of  the 
Seed  Reportc.  r  ,  October  5,  1918,  that  seeds  have  been 
placed  in  Class  3  of  the  Preference  List  by  the  Priorities 
Division  of  the  War  Industries  Board.  Upon  further  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  by  this  Division  of  the  War  In- 
dustries  Board,   seeds   have   been  placed   in   Class   1. 

The  purpose  of  this  classification  is  to  insure  the  placing 
of  seed  in  the  hands  of  farmers  and  gardeners  in  ample 
time  for  planting.  It  is  a  recognition  of  the  importance 
of  seed  in  the  food  production  program.  It  is  intended  by 
this  to  expedite  in  every  way  possible  the  necessary  cleaning, 
handling,  and  distribution  of  seeds  from  producer  to  con- 
sumer, either  directly  or  through  legitimate  seed  handling 
agencies  or  distributors.  Advantage  should  not  be  taken 
by  this  classification  to  facilitate  the  movement  of  seeds 
for  purely  speculative  purposes.  Such  action  on  the  part 
of  seedsmen  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  trade 
as   a  whole   and   should   be   discouraged  in   every  way. 


IMPORTS  OF  FORAGE  PLANT  SEEDS  PERMITTED 
ENTRY  INTO  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Under  the  Seed  Importation  Act. 

Compiled  by  the  Seed  Laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 

Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Month  o 

i  October 

4  mos.  ending  Oct.  31 

KIND  OF  SEED 

1918 

1917 

1918 

1917 

Pounds. 

Tounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Alfalfa   

54,700 
7,800 

1,293,400 

66,000 

200 

76,700 
56,500 

2,343,600 

220,100 

43,800 

24,500 

49,800 
3,700 

348,200 

873,400 

117,100 

48,800 

30  200 

Bluegrass : 

2,500 

148,300 

73,500 

83,400 

2,000 

Clover: 

Red    

White    

Clover  Mixtures: 

7,500 

100 

200 
4,100 

115,300 
2,600 
1,100 

20,300 
21,400 

37,500 

100 

152,100 
4,100 

305,900 
18,300 
41,500 

187,400 
21,400 

Millet: 

218,500 
9,000 

3,054,700 

57,600 

4,152,800 

1,300 

350,400 

176,300 

IOO 

Rape  ........:: 

Rye  grass : 

54,300 
13,400 

Vetch : 

1,600 

179,900 

SUGAR  BEET  SEED 

The  estimated  production  of  sugar  beet  seed  grown  by 
beet  sugar  manufacturers  and  sugar  beet  growers  associated 
with  them  for  1918  is  approximately  6,000,000  pounds.  This 
estimated  production  is  from  6,014  acres  reported  in  the 
seed  survey  of  July  1,  1918.  In  addition  there  are  several 
hundred  acres  of  sugar  beet  seed  grown  by  independent 
growers  which  are  not  included  in  this  report. 
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Location  and  Extent  of  Commercial  Seed  Acreage, 

Seed  Survey  of 

In  the  seed  survey  of  February  1,  1918,  data  were  obtained 
relative  to  the  production  of  vegetable  seeds  by  commercial 
seed  growers  and  seedsmen,  and  the  acreage  grown  by  them 
either  directly  or  under  their  supervision  or  control.  The 
information  compiled  in  that  survey  was  published  in  the 
issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  May  4,  1918.  It  was  recog- 
nized at  that  time  that  the  figures  given  might  show  some 
duplication  and  that  some  investigation  would  have  to  be 
made  of  the  data  obtained  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  totals 
for  each  crop  for  the  entire  country,  both  as  to  quantity 
produced  and  number  of  acres  grown.  In  order  to  clarify 
the  data,  a  special  vegetable  seed  production  survey  was 
made  in  connection  with  the  regular  semi-annual  seed 
survey  of  stocks,  receipts,  etc.,  on  July  1,  1918.  The  sched- 
ule used  in  the  latter  survey  duplicated  a  portion  of  the 
inquiry  of  February  1,  but  requested  additional  information 
which  would  assist  in  compiling  a  report  that  would  repre- 
sent accurately  the  commercial  seed  production  and  acreage. 

A  careful  study  of  all  information  obtained  in  both  sur- 
veys has  been  made,  so  that  it  is  possible  at  this  time  to 
present  a  revision  of  the  report  of  May  4  on  acreage  for 
1916,  1917,  and  1918,  and  to  present  in  addition  a  series  of 
maps  showing  the  counties  in  which  vegetable  seed  crops 
are  being  grown  commercially  and  a  table  giving  acreage 
by  States,  usual  yield  reported,  and  usual  date  of  harvesting. 
It  was  expected  to  publish  in  connection  with  the  revised 
statement  of  total  acreage  for  each  crop  of  1916,  1917,  and 
1918,  a  total  complete  revised  statement  of  production  of 
each  crop  for  1916  and  1917  and  estimates  of  the  total  pro- 
duction of  each  vegetable  seed  crop  for  1918.  Because  of 
unseasonable  conditions  in  California,  which  State  produces 
a  large  portion  of  many  kinds  of  vegetable  seeds,  it  was 
difficult  or  impossible  to  obtain  accurate  figures  from  that 
State.  This  portion  of  the  report,  therefore,  is  not  given 
at  this  time  but  will  be  published  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Seed  Reporter. 

It  is  felt  that  the  data  given  here,  both  in  the  tables  and 
in  the  maps,  represent  accurately  for  most  crops  the  com- 
mercial seed  acreage  and  its  distribution.  It  is  recognized 
that  there  are  some  commercial  seed  growers  of  some  seed 
crops  who  are  not  closely  associated  with  the  general  seed 
business,  who  though  engaged  in  commercial  vegetable 
seed  production,  may  not  have  reported  in  this  survey; 
This  condition  exists  with  onion  sets,  pumpkin,  water- 
melon and  some  other  crops.  With  most  vegetable  seed 
crops  the  production  is  so  closely  tied  up  with  the  com- 
mercial seed  business  that  the  reports  from  commercial 
seed  growers  and  seedsmen  should  give  practically  the  total 
commercial    seed   production   for   the    country. 

In  the  report  of  the  survey  of  February  1,  1918,  published 


Usual   Yield,  and  Time  of  Harvesting  for  Seed. 
July  1,  1918. 

in  the  Seed  Reporter  May  4,  1918,  some  duplications  of 
acreage  and  production  and  some  errors  were  discovered. 
Some  seedsmen  reported  acreage  and  production  for  crops 
that  were  being  grown  for  them  under  contract  by  com- 
mercial seed  growers  while  the  commercial  growers  in- 
cluded the  same  acreage  and  production  in  their  schedules. 
An  effort  has  been  made  in  this  report  to  eliminate  all  such 
duplication  and  as  far  as  possible  to  locate  the  errors  and 
to  give  accurately  the  known  commercial  acreage  and  pro-v 
duction.  Each  individual  schedule  received  in  the  special 
vegetable  seed  production  survey  of  July  1,  from  which  this 
report_  is  made,  was  carefully  checked  with  all  data  avail- 
able either  within  the  report  itself  or  from  other  sources 
and,  when  it  was  apparent  that  any  error,  discrepancy,  or 
duplication  had  been  made,  a  detailed  letter  of  explanation 
was  mailed  to  that  concern  requesting  them  to  make  a  sup- 
plemental report  which  would  give  correctly  and  accu- 
rately the  information  called  for.  Any  omissions  of  acre- 
age that  should  be  reported  are  due  to  failure  on  the  part 
of  seedsmen  and  commercial  seed  growers  to  give  fully 
and  accurately  the  data  relative  to  sources  of  their  seed 
supply. 

In  the  accompanying  table,  three  items  of  information 
are  given  for_  each  State  and  for  the  United  States.  The 
figures  given  in  the  first  column  for  each  crop  represent  the 
number  of  acres  reported  planted  to  each  crop  for  commer- 
cial seed  production  in  1918.  In  the  second  column  are 
given  figures  representing  the  average  reported  yield  per 
acre  usually  obtained.  These  figures  were  computed  on  a 
weighted  basis,  proper  weight  being  given  to  each  individual 
report  in  proportion  to  the  acreage  and  yield  stated.  It 
should  be  understood  that  these  figures  represent  the  re- 
ported yield  usually  obtained  and  not  the  average  actual 
yield  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  third  column  is  given 
the  approximate  date  when  harvesting  of  seed  is  general  for 
each  crop  for  each  State.  It  is  recognized  that  in  some 
States  there  is  a_  wide  range  in  the  dates  of  harvesting  in 
the  different  sections  of  the  State  because  of  the  variations 
of  altitude,  rainfall,  and  other  natural  controlling  factors. 
However,  in  arriving  at  the  dates  given  in  the  table,  proper 
weight  was  given  to  each  report  in  proportion  to  the  acre- 
age reported  for  the  crop  and  location  under  consideration. 

The  maps  accompanying  the  table  indicate  the  counties 
in  which  the  acreage  for  commercial  vegetable  seed  pro- 
duction is  located.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  indicate 
the  relative  extent  of  the  acreage  in  each  county,  and  in 
some  cases  where  the  acreage  reported  for  any  crop  in  any 
given  county  was  considered  relatively  insignificant  no 
symbol  is  given  in  that  county  for  such  acreage. 


VEGETABLE  SEED  ACREAGE  FOR  1918,  USUAL  YIELD  OF  SEED  AND  DATE  HARVESTING  IS  GENERAL,  BY  STATES  AND  CROPS. 


STATE. 

Number    of 
acres     planted 
1918. 

Reported   yield 
usually   ob- 
tained. 

C  a 

09 

4,.- 

nj  to 

O.S 

Number    of 
acres      planted 
in  1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually  ob- 
tained. 

in  a 
C  a 

en 
«  to 

0.5 

Number    of 
acres      planted 
in  1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually   ob- 
tained. 

J3  60 

<u— ■ 

Q.S 

Number    of 
acres      planted 
in  1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually  ob- 
tained. 

Date     harvest- 
ing is   general. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Acres.   I   Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Onion  Seed 

Onion   Sets 

Sweet  Corn 

Tomato 

5 

72 

1,485 

662 

1,000 
1,500 
1,650 
1,350 

Oct.     15 
Oct.    10 
Nov.     1 
Oct.    25 

48 

350 

Sept.     1 

40 

20 

219 

1,455 

100 

200 

703 

200 
80 

100 
60 

75 
75 

80 

Sept.  15 

S'ept.     1 

Aug.    15 

Sept.     1 

Sept.  15 

1,841 
100 
298 

3,168 

Sept.  15 

1,000 
1,300 
1,05<i 
1,050 

Oct.    15 
Oct.    20 

Nov.     1 

Sept.  20 

34 

15 

70 

6 

250 
200 
220 
300 

Aug.   51 

3,041 

12,500 

Aug.     5 

21 
522 

50 

75 

Sept.     1 

Ohio     

Aug.     5 
July    15 

Sept.     1 

80 

9,600 

Aug.     1 

109 
267 

1,400 
1,050 

Oct..    20 
Sept.  10 

16 

200 

Aug.   10 

35 

18 

16 

12,500 

8,000 
8,500 

Aug.   15 

Aug.    15 
Aug.     1 

3,122 

1,450 

Nov.     1 

2,304 
84 

1,450   Oct.     15 

6 

61 
30 
6.0 

400 
300 
330 

Aug.   25 
Oct.     1 5 
Sept.  25 

109 

14,700 

Sept.  15 

1,650 

Oct.    10 

150 

10,000 

Aug.   10 

25 

20 

304 

68 

1,666 
1,500 
1,000 

Oct.      1 
Oct.    10 
Dec.    15 

6,882 
11 

40O 

Aug.     5 

735 
3 

200 

Oct.    10 

21 

United    States 

7,233             395 

3,470 

12,225 

13,934 

1.325 

4,024 

102 
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BY  STATES  AND   CROPS.— Continued. 


STATE. 

Number    of 
acres    planted, 
1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually         ob- 
tained. 

C  a 

rt  4) 
at 

q.s 

N  u-m  b  e  r    of 
acres     planted, 
1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually         ob- 
tained. 

ttJ    u 

C  c 
as  4> 

Q.S 

Number    of 
acres    planted, 
1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually          ob- 
tained. 

Ui    Clj 

p.  <u 

C  a 

CO 

0)— ■ 

rt  to 

Q.S 

Number    of 
acres     planted, 
1918. 

Reported  yield 
usually         ob- 
tained. 

Date     harvest- 
ing is  general. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Ma-D.i. 

Acres. 

Pounds. 

Mo.-Da. 

Beans 

— Dwarf    Snap 

Beans 

— Garden    Pole 

Peas — Garden 

Turnip — English 

■,T 

433 

650 

Sept. 

15 

59 
164 

525 

525 

July  15 
July     10 

8,683 

14,329 

81 

281 

455 

466 
698 

29,912 

456. 

429 

9,434 

2,469 
2,696 

650 
590 
450 
500 
480 

435 
660 
725 
350 
1,025 
975 

850 
1,075 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Sept. 
Sept. 

15 
20 
20 
20 
20 

1 
15 
25 
10 

1 
15 

20 
20 

542 

3,599 

38 

900 
750 
660 

Aug. 
Aug. 
Nov. 

1 
10 
10 

12 
14,946 

950 

Aug. 

25 

1,123 
26 
13 
82 

1,150 
350 
650 
625 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

5 
15 
20 
20 

219 

38,467 

36 

25,403 

19,390 
1,889 

900 

900 

2,000 

900 

900 
1,180 

Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 

Aug. 
Aug. 

10 
10 
15 
15 

20 
5 

30 

353 

23 

1,000 

1,200 
550 

July  1 
July  5 
July      5 

4,989 
60 

4 

■  1,050 
500 

Sept. 
Sept. 

20 
20 

107 

1,000 

July      1 

45 

14 

30 

70,867 

730 

6,297 

1         1,060 

104,555 

890 

766 

1,000 

Tu 
17 

5 
20 

rnip — Swede 

25 

20 
15 

Beet — Sugar 

Beet — Garden 

Beet — Mangel 

670 

500 
1,000 

July 

July 
July 

462 
20 

50 

246 

82 

323 

1,117 

850 
500 

1,500 

1,140 

800 

950 

1,315 

Aug.    20 
Sept.  15 

Sept.   15 
Aug.    20 
Aug.   20 
Sept.   15 
Aug.   15 

128 
15 
21 

670 
500 
500 

Aug.    15 
Aug.    10 

Aug.      1 

Utah    

3-2 

101 
4 
9 

1,200 
1,350 

Aug.      1 

227 

1,200 

July 

10 

121 

1,135 

Sept.     5 

Sept.     5 

2,672 
303 
739 

1,020 

800 

1,000 

Sept.   10 
Aug.    25 
Sept.   15 

Sept.   11 

800 

Sept.     1 

2,459 
4 

1,100 

July     20 

272 

1,375 

July    20 

2 

271 

1,125 

6.014 

1,035 

2,748 

1,070 

418 

1,340 

Cucumber 

Muskmelon 

Watermelon 

Pepper 

9 

26 

100 
100 

Sept. 
Sept. 

15 
15 

6 

50 

200 

Sept. 
Sept. 

15 
15 

309 
4 

60 

220 

110 

50 

150 

50 

Oct. 

Sept. 
Oct. 

Oct. 

s 

?n 

i 

100 

8,534 

40 

125 
105 
350 

Aug. 
Aug. 

15 
5 

s 

Oct.      1 
Oct.      1 

7 
5 
6 
9 
154 

30 

115 
200 
300 
200 
180 

167 
16 
30 

265 
250 
280 

5 

200 

Oct. 

Sept. 

20 
20 

56 
409 

200 
135 

Oct. 
Oct. 

5 
1 

18 

50 

Oct. 

i 

1,203 
35 
74 

15 

135 
200 
400 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

10 

1 

15 

2,759 
59 

22 

325 
500 

Oct.      1 
Oct.     15 

1,256 
49 

7 

250 
350 

Sept. 
Oct. 

25 
15 

92 

5 

.      250 

Oct. 

^o 

3,053 

320 

1,558 

240 

10,522 

115 

715 

110 

Pumpkin 

Squash — Summer 

Squash — Winter 

Spinach 

36 

80' 

Sept. 

15 

33 

710 
10 

450 
400 

Aug.  1 
Aug.  15 
Aug.    15 

292 
175 
100 

413 
20 
33 

200 
190 
200 

275 
125 
200 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

25 
10 

1 

5 
10 

1 

10 

200 

Nov. 

10 

240 

525 

19 

20 

15 

271 

200 
150 
210 

100 
100 
225 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

20 
15 
25 

260 
36 

25 
323 

40 

179 

43 

300 
225 

275 
325 

250 
200 

Sept. 
Oct. 

Oct. 
Sept. 

Oct. 
Oct. 

25 
1 

10 

25 

1 

10 

47 

600 

Aug.    10 

Oct. 
Oct. 

1 
20 

165 

452 

21 

51 

667' 

57 

150 
350 
400 
250 
400 

Oct. 

Sept. 
Nov. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

5 
25 
20 

1 
15 

204 

1,767 

72 

25 

1,069 

5 

800 

1,000 

1,450 

500 

700 

Tuly  15 
Aug.  5 
Aug.  1 
Aug.  1 
July       5 

148 
33 
63 

189 
24 

250 
300 
250 
300 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

20 
15 
15 
15 

1,490 

240 

916 

275 

2,539 

235 

3,942 

805 

Cabbage 

Carrot 
8               -jnn 

Parsnip 

Kale 

437 

514 
3 

20 

200 

550 
250 

500 

Aug.      5 

Sept.     5 
Aug.    10 

Aug.    15 

6. 

255 
8 

1,000 
880 

Aug.    15 
Aug.   20 

28 
22 

01U 

480 

Aug.     13 

July     15 

4,609 
5 

780 

Aug.   20 

3 

United    States 

974 

395 

4,622 

780 

269 

880 

71 

530 
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VEGETABLE   SEED  ACREAGE  FOR  1918— Continued. 


STATE 


Radish 


Michigan     . . . 
Washington    . 

Idaho   

California    . . . 
Other   States 

United   States 

California    .  . . 
United   States 

California    .  . . 
United   States 

California    .  . . 
United  States 

California    . . . 
United   States 


4,404 
709 
169 

3,345 
19 


8,646 


300 
750 
525 
850 


550 


Sept.  20 
Aug.  20 
Sept.  10 
Aug.     5 


Lettuce 


2,276 

565 

Aug. 

5 

2,276 

565 

Parsley 

155 

800 

S'ept. 

5 

155 

800 

Celery 

175 

510 

Sept. 

5 

175 

510 

Salsify 

123 
123 


550 


550 


June    1: 


REVISED     SUMMARY    OF     COMMERCIAL    ACREAGE 
VEGETABLE    SEED    CROPS 


CROP. 

Beans — Dwarf    Snap    .  . 
Beans — Garden   Pole    .  . 

Beet    Garden    

Beet  Mangel   

Beet   Sugar   

Cabbage    

Carrot   

Celery    

Cucumber     

Kale  

Lettuce    

Muskmelon     

Watermelon    

Onion   Seed   

Onion  Sets 

Parsley    

Parsnip    

Peas     

Pepper_    

Pumpkin  

Radish     

S'alsify   

Spinach     

Squash — Summer    

Squash — Winter    

Sweet   Corn    

Tomato     

Turnip — English 
Turnip — Swede    


1918 
Acres. 


1917 
Acres. 


70,867 
6,297 
2,748 

418 
6,014 

974 
4,622 

175 
3,053 
71 
2,276 
1,558 
10,522 
7,233 
3,470 

155 

269 
104,555 

715 
1,490 
8,646 

123 

3,942 
916 

2,539 
13,934 

4,024 
766 
271 


63,524 

4,029 

826 

20 

4,638 

737 

1,965 

84 
4,694 

18 
1,979 
1,827 
8,929 
3,782 
'    2,637 

109 

137 

110,129 

686 

1,512 

3,521 

131 

1,415 

836 

1,328 

12,975 

3,204 

24 

21 


1916 
Acres. 


63,581 

4,971 

342 

5 

5,769 

765 

1,039 

85 
4,397 

55 
1,723 
1,791 
6,249 
3,181 
2,478 

78 

90 

72,130 

432 

1,201 

2,631 

52 

123 

1,068 

1,131 

14,420 

2,460 

54 

10 


CORRECTIONS  IN  SEED  REPORT  FOR  CANADA. 

Owing  to  errors  through  the  transmission  of  figures  by 
wire  and  some  corrections  received  from  seed  merchants 
too  late  to  be  made,  incorrect  figures  were  given  for  some 
items  in  the  "Seed  Report  for  Canada"  printed  on  page  6 
of  the  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter  for  October  5.  For  cer- 
tain items  figures  were  included  under  Stock  on  Hand, 
July  1,  1918,  which  should  have-  been  entered  under  Total 
Receipts  for  the  year  ending  July   1,   1918.     The   corrected 

figures  are  as  follows: 

Total 

Stock  on  receipts 
hand  year  end- 
July   1,  ing  July  1, 
1918  1918 

Beet   Garden  O.  S 38,171  41,112 

Beet— Mangel  O.  S 267,940  185,695 

Carrot 39,341  54,025 

Turnip— English     96,089  77,049 


KANSAS   CITY  MARKET  NOTES 

Alfalfa.— Alfalfa  seed  that  was  threshed  before  the  fall 
rains  is  of  good  quality  and  bright  color,  while  the  re- 
mainder of  the  crop  will  be  of  medium  to  poor  quality. 
The  prices  being  paid  for  country-run  seed,  f.  o.  b.  shipping 
points,  range  from  $12.00  per  100  pounds  for  the  low 
grade,   to  $16.50  per   100  pounds   for   good  quality  seed. 

Sweet  Clover. — Sweet  clover  seed  in  Kansas  this  season 
is  of  good  quality  and  is  moving  freely.  The  prices  being 
paid  producer  for  unhulled  white  blossom  seed  are  from 
$10.00  to  $11.00  per  100  pounds,  and  for  hulled  seed  from 
$17.50  to  $18.50  per  100  pounds.  The  wholesale  selling 
price  is  $12.00  to  $15.00  per  100  pounds  for  unhulled,  and 
$18.00  to  $21.00  per   100  pounds   for  hulled   seed. 

Timothy. — It  is  estimated  that  about  ninety  per  cent  of 
the  timothy  seed  in  territory  tributary  to  Kansas  City  has 
moved  from  first  hands.  The  quality  of  the  seed  varies 
from  fair  to  good,  but  as  a  rule  is  not  as  bright  as  the 
1917  seed.  The  prices  f.  o.  b.  shipping  points  ranged  from 
$7.50  early  in  the  season  and  $8.00  per  100  pounds  later 
for  poorer  grades,  to  as  high  as  $10.50  per  100  pounds  foi 
the  best  bright,  clean  seed.  The  wholesale  selling  price 
at  the  present  time  ranges  from  $9.50  to  $11.00  per  100 
pounds. 

Ky.  Bluegrass. — The  movement  of  bluegrass  seed 
from  first  hands  is  slow.  Prices  paid  to  growers  for  seed 
in  the  rough,  basis  Kansas  City,  ranged  from  $1.10  to  $1.60 
per  bushel.  The  present  wholesale  prices  range  from 
$19.00  to  $19.50  per  100  pounds  for  seed  weighing  15  pounds 
per  bushel,  to  $22.50  to  $23.00  for  seed  weighing  21  pounds 
per  bushel. 

Meadow  Fescue. — All  meadow  fescue  seed  has  moved 
from  first  hands.  Producers  were  paid  from  $14.00  to  $17.00 
per  100  pounds.  The  seed  is  bright  and  of  good  quality. 
Export  demand  is'  good.  Present  wholesale  price,  $18.00 
to  $24.00  per  100  pounds. 

Sudan  Grass. — Movement  of  Sudan  grass  seed  in  Kansas 
has  just  begun,  but  not  enough  has  been  sold  to  establish 
a  price.  The  jobbers  would  buy  at  $10.00  per  100  pounds,  but 
the  farmers  are  expecting  a  much  higher  price  and  are 
inclined  to  hold  their  seed.  Wholesale  dealers  are  asking 
from  $12.50  to  $15.00  per  100  pounds  for  seed,  depending  on 
quality.     The  quality  of  this  year's  seed  is  good. 

Millet. — The  movement  of  millet  seed  has  been  below 
normal  this  year  because  of  bad  weather  which  has  stopped 
threshing  and  because  dealers  advanced  the  price  for  golden 
millet  from  $2.50  per  100  pounds  at  the  start,  to  $3.50  at  the 
present  time,  which  has  caused  the  farmers  to  hold  their 
seed.  The  present  wholesale  prices  in  Kansas  City  are  as 
follows:  Golden,  $4.00  to  $4.75;  Siberian,  $3.75  to  $4.25; 
Common,  $3.50  to  $4.00;  and  Broom  corn,  $3.00  to  $3.25,  all 
per  100  pounds. 


EASTERN  MARKET  NOTES. 

The  field  seed  business  among  the  dealers  in  the  Eastern 
States  is  rather  quiet  at  the  present  time.  The  seeding 
season  is  over  and  most  stocks  on  hand  now  will  have  to 
be  carried  until  the  next  planting  season.  The  small  country 
dealers  are  unwilling  to  place  orders  for  prompt  or  future 
shipments,  largely  because  they  think  that  lower  prices  on 
seeds  of  the  most  important  forage  crops,  especially  clovers, 
will  prevail  later.  They  state  that  they  prefer  not  to  pur- 
chase red  clover  at  present  high  prices  and  that  they 
are  willing  to  pay  more  for  seed  in  the  spring  if  it  is  neces- 
sary. The  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  risk  of 
buying  at  the  present  is  too  great  as  they  may  be  forced 
to  sell  at  lower  prices  in  the  spring  should  there  be  a 
decline   in   the  markets. 

The  large  Eastern  field  seed  jobbers,  who  usually  export 
considerable  quantities  of  seeds,  are  unable  through  numer- 
ous restrictions  to  effect  very  much  business  this  year. 
The  majority  of  them  do  not  feel  inclined  to  buy  until  an 
outlet  for  seed  is  more  assured.  The  general  report  is  that 
there  is  a  good  demand  for  clover  seed,  including  red,  alsike 
and  white  from  European  countries.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
some  dealers  that  there  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  good  demand 
for  timothy,  redtop,  and  some  other  grass  seeds,  as  it  is 
argued  that  many  fields  in  Europe  will  have  to  be  seeded  to 
grass   with  a  return   of  normal   conditions. 

It  is  too  early  as  yet  to  foretell  very  much  about  the 
garden  seed  business  because  deliveries  on  most  contract 
crops  are  just  beginning.  Transportation  has  been  delayed 
in  some  instances  but  on  the  whole  shipments  are  coming 
through  this  year  in  much  better  shape  than  was  the  case 
last   year. 
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GARDEN    PEAS  AND    BEANS  (not  including  limabeans) 

BOUNTIES  IN  WHICH  GROWN    COMMERCIALLY    FOR  SEED  IN   1918 


SEED  REPORTING   SERVICE 
BUREAU  OF  MARKETS 


•  PEAS-GARDEN 
•■BEANS-DWARF  SNAP 
'BEANS-GARDEN  POLE 
(NOT INCLUDING  LIMA) 
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TOMATO,  PEPPER, CARROT,  CELERY,  AND  SALSIFY 

BOUNTIES    IN  WHICH    GROWN   COMMERCIALLY  FOR  SEED  IN  1918 


SEED    REPORTING  SERVICE 
BUREAU.  OF  MARKETS 


TOM  A  TO 
PEPPER 


CELERY 
SALSIFY 
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Transportation  of  Seed. 

The  volume  of  field  and  garden  seed  that  must  be  trans- 
ported for  fall  and  winter  planting  is  not  so  great  as  that 
for  spring  and  summer  planting,  and  conditions  making 
for  prompt  transportation  are  more  favorable  in  the  fall 
than  during  the  winter  and  early  spring.  It  is  deemed 
advisable,  however,  again  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
points  discussed  last  spring  with  respect  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  seed. 

Item  19,  Section  (g),  Paragraph  6,  of  Circular  C.  b.  1A, 
issued  by  the  Car  Service  Section  of  the  United  States 
Railroad  Administration,  March  26,  1918,  names  "field  and 
garden  seeds,  seed  grain,  nursery  stock"  among  the  com- 
modities which  railroads  are  instructed  to  exempt  from 
the  operation  of  embargoes  "as  circumstances  warrant," 
whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  place  other  than  an 
absolute  embargo  against  all  commodities.  In  the  minds 
of  many  shippers  and  receivers  who  have  not  _  carefully 
examined  the  instructions  of  the  Car  Service  Section,  much 
confusion  has  arisen  by  reason  of  their  impression  that 
seeds  were  unconditionally  exempted  from  all  embargoes. 
The  Department  of  Agriculture,  interested  in  the  prompt 
transportation  of  all  those  commodities  needed  in  agricul- 
tural production,  last  March  urged  the  Railroad  Admin- 
istration to  grant  unconditional  exemption  from  all  embar- 
goes to  field  and  garden  seed.  The  Nation's  supply  was 
below  normal,  and  this  action  was  taken  to  maintain  normal 
production  as  well  as  to  insure  increased  production,  the 
view  being  that,  while  some  production  was  possible  without 
new  implements  or  fertilizers  or  similar  commodities,  none 
was  possible   without   seed. 

The  Railroad  Administration  is  charged  with  responsibility 
for  supplying  transportation  for  every  industry  in  the  coun-' 
try,  and,  for  reasons  which  it  deemed  sufficient,  found  itself 
unable  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  It  was  agreed,  however,  that  shipments  of 
seed  would  be  handled  on  special  permits  issued  by  the 
Car  Service   Section  of  the   Railroad  Administration. 

The  Bureau  of  Markets  will  be  glad  to  endorse  requests 
for  permits  and  to  request  permits  whenever  necessary,  but 
this  is  not  absolutly  essential.  Shippers  may  make  request 
for  permits  direct  to  the  Car  Service  Section,  but  such 
requests  should  not  be  made  so  long  as  no  embargo  pre- 
vents the  railroad  agent  aU  point  of  origin  from  accepting 
a  shipment  for  transportation. 

An  embargo  may  be  laid  against  less  than  carload  ship- 
ments without  including  carload  shipments,  but  the  usual 
practice  is  to  place  an  embargo  against  carload  shipments, 
and,  to  qute  Circular  C.  S.  1A,  "It  should  be  understood 
than  an  embargo  placed  against  caiload  freight  includes  less 
carload  shipments  which  are  ordinarily  forwarded  in  car- 
load   lots." 

Seed  should  be  ordered  as  far  in  advance  of  its  actual 
needs  as  it  is  possible  to  place  the  order.  To  conserve 
transportation  and  to  secure  prompt  delivery,  it  should 
be  ordered  from  the    nearest   available   place. 

Shipments  to  retail  dealers  should  be  combined  and  for- 
warded in  carload  lots  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 
When  it  is  not  possible  to  forward  in  carload  lots,  all 
shipments  for  a  given  section  of  country  which  would  move 
over  a  given  route  for  a  part  of  the  distance  might  be 
consolidated  to  make  up  a  full  car,  or  at  least  to  be  loaded 
into  the  same  car,  in  order  to  facilitate  the_  moving  of  the 
car  to  the  farthest  possible  break-bulk  point  without  re- 
handling  the  contents  en  route.  Such  procedure  is  in  line 
with  the  latest  methods  of  the  Railroad  Administration  in 
the  conservation  and  efficient  use  of  cars_,  and  shippers 
should  apply  to  local  agents  for  more  detailed  advice  and 
for   their   co-operation. 

Transportation  conditions  were  very  abnormal  last  spring, 
and,  to  afford  relief  in  what  was  deemed  a  national  emer- 
gency, the  Bureau  of  Markets  undertook  on  behalf  of  ship- 
pers and  receivers  to  trace  shipments  of  seed.  The  results 
were  not  very  satisfactory,  especially  in  the  case  of  less- 
than-carload  shipments.  It  is  not  believed  that  conditions 
will  be  as  bad  again  as  they  were  last  winter  and  spring, 
and,  while  the  Bureau  will  lend  all  possible  assistance  in 
the  interest  of  food  production,  it  desires  to  discourage 
as  far  as  possible  the  tracing  of  shipments,  so  much  of  which 
is   unnecessary. 

To  that  end  the  Bureau  will  not  honor  requests  to  trace 
shipments  until  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  for  them  to 
reach  destination,  and  shippers  should  remember  that  all 
freight  schedules  have  been  materially  lengthened  over 
those  prevailing  prior  to  our  entrance  into  the  war.  Requests 
to  "put  a  tracer  behind"  shipments  as  soon  as  they  have 
been  forwarded  in  order  "to  keep  them  moving"  or  "to 
expedite    delivery"    are    echoes    of    the    extravagant    claims 


of  soliciting  freight  agents  made  during  the  days  of  compe- 
tition. The  principal  effect  of  such  tracers  is  to  take  up 
the  time  of  railroad  operating  officials  in  telling  some  one 
where  a  certain  shipment  was  at  a  given  time  instead  of 
leaving  them  free  to  devote  their  time  and  energies  to  the 
movment  of  all  shipments. 

The  tracing  of  less-than-carload  shipments  by  wire  in- 
volves great  expense,  and  by  letter  much  time.  Except 
in  special  emergencies  the  telegraphic  tracing  of  such 
shipments  should  not  be  undertaken.  The  majority  of  mail 
tracers  are  concluded  long  after  the  shipments  traced  have 
reached  destination,  and  the  entire  process  may  be  aptly 
compared  to  that  of  physicians  and  nurses  during  a  great 
epidemic  busying  themselves  with  post  mortem  examina- 
tions  instead  of  caring  for  the  sick. 

As  stated  in  the  October  5  issue  of  the  Seed  Reporter, 
the  Priorities  Division  of  the  War  Industries  Board  has 
amended  Preference  List  No.  2  of  September  3,  1918,  to 
include  seeds  in  Class  III.  Preference  List  No.  2  was  issued 
"for  the  guidance  of  all  Governmental  agencies,"  among 
other  things,  "in  the  supply  of  transportation  service,"  and 
there  is  general  agreement  between  the  War  Industries 
Board  and  the  Railroad  Administration  with  respect  to 
priority  of  transportation  for  the  commodities  listed.  Ship- 
pers of  seed  should  not  assume,  however,  that  the  inclusion 
of  seeds  in  the  list  gives  them  exemption  from  all  railroad 
embargoes  or  from  any  particular  embargo. 


ONION  SET  CONDITIONS  AT  CHICAGO. 

Onion  sets  in  the  Chicago  district  have  turned  out  very 
much  better  than  was  anticipated  in  the  summer  and  early 
fall.  During  the  harvesting  season  the  crop  appeared  short. 
Though  the  acreage  planted  to  onion  sets  this  year  was 
much  larger  than  last  year,  it  is  estimated  that  the  acreage 
of  sets  harvested  this  year  was  less  than  that  of  last  year. 
The  yields,  however,  were  better,  averaging  on  the  South 
Side  of  Chicago,  about  five  bushels  for  each  pound  of  seed 
sown,  and  on  the  North  Side,  five  and  a  half  to  six  bushels 
per  pound  sown.  No  survey  of  total  production  has  been 
made,  but  dealers  estimate  that  the  production  for  1918  is 
about  80  per  cent  of  that  for  1917.  The  sets  were  harvested 
under  ideal  weather  conditions  and  the  quality  is  excellent. 

The  active  shipping  season  from  growers'  to  distributors' 
hands  is  over.  The  outside  demand  is  quiet  and  prices 
have  declined  about  25  cents  per  bushel  from  those  prevail- 
ing about  thirty  days  ago.  Most  of  the  independent  grow- 
ers having  a  surplus  quantity  of  sets  have  sold  them  and, 
while  a  few  sets  are  still  being  offered,  they  do  not  find 
ready  sale. 

Present  quotations,  for  prompt  shipment,  based  on  32 
pounds  per  bushel,  are  $2.00  per  bushel  for  vellow;  $2.00  to 
$2.20  for  red;  and  $2.50  to  $2.75  for  white  onion  sets.  Quo- 
tations for  January  shipment  are  about  $2.25  for  yellow; 
$2.40  for  red;  and  $3.25  to  $3.50  for  white  onion  sets. 


MARKET   CONDITIONS  AT  CHICAGO. 

There  has  been  very  little  activity  on  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  timothy  seed  this  fall.  Receipts  by  commission  mer- 
chants have  been  very  moderate  all  the  season  and  lately 
have  been  extremely  light.  It  has  been  reported  many 
times  that  higher  prices  were  being  paid  in  the  producing 
districts  than  could  be  obtained  in  central  markets. 

There  has  been  comparatively  little  clover  seed  offered 
on  the  board.  Much  of  the  seed  in  the  country  districts 
where  the  competition  has  been  keen  has  been  bought  at 
rather  high  prices  and,  although  the  few  samples  submitted 
have  been  fair  to  good  in  quality,  prices  asked  by  shippers 
at  country  shipping  points  and  those  offered  by  the  buyers 
in  central  markets  have  not  been  close  enough  to  effect 
many  sales. 

As  reported  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Chi- 
cago, receipts  of  timothy  at  Chicago  during  September 
and  October  1918  were  8,373,000  pounds,  and  shipments 
448,000  pounds.  For  the  same  period  in  1917  receipts 
were  11,697,000  pounds,  and  shipments  6,703.000  pounds. 
The  receipts  of  clover  seed  during  September  and  October 
1918,  were  1.789,000  pounds:  shipments  718,000  pounds,  as 
compared  with  receipts  of  2,291,000  pounds  and  shipments 
of  906,000  pounds  during  the  same  period  in   1917. 

Prices  of  contract  prime  timothv  seed  in  October 
1918,  ranged  from  $11.50  to  $11.85  per  100  pounds.  Coun- 
try-run seed  is  selling  at  from  $9.00  to  $9.50  per  100  pounds 
for  fair  to  good  quality,  and  at  from  $9.50  to  $10.00  per 
100  pounds  for  choice  to  high  grade  quality.  Buyers  are 
somewhat  indifferent,  and  prices  are  somewhat  lower  than 
they  were  10  days  ago.  Countrv-run  clover  seed  of  fair 
grade  is  selling  at  from  $30.00  to  $33.00  per  100  pounds, 
andchoice  seed  at  from  $35.00  to  $36.00  per  100  poundsr  - 


